
Executive Board Report – for February 6, 2017 

Executive Meeting  

Not held this month 

Media 

250News – February 1st – Rural Education Strategy 

PAC Support 

January 11th – Executive Meeting (Gillian Burnett) 

January 18th – PAC Meeting (Gillian Burnett)  

School District 

January 19th – Parent Information Night on New Curriculum and Student Assessment at Kelly Road (Gillian 

Burnett) 

January 27th - Conference with Allan Reed, Marilyn Marquis-Forster, Gillian Burnett, Sarah Holland and a 

representative from Barager to review the software used by the district to make enrollment projections.  

January 30th – Presidents Table Meeting (Gillian Burnett) 

January 31st – Board Meeting (Gillian Burnett and Sarah Holland) 

February 1st – Ministry Open House and Engagement on Rural Education Strategy (Gillian Burnett and Mike 

Gagel) 

(Draft of) Presentation to Board – January 31st 

Good evening. I`m Gillian Burnett presenting on behalf of the District Parent Advisory Council. Public 

education is a vibrant and busy area both in Prince George and the province. There is a lot going on right now. 

We were fortunate enough to have a member from Mackenzie attend our last meeting in person. There was 

much discussion about the process regarding the motion coming forward tonight. Parents want better 

communication about what’s happening and why. Although communication has improved, there are still 

parents that report finding it difficult to access. There are some who would not classify this process as 

consultation. We would ask that you communicate early, communicate frequently and use a variety of 

methods to do so. We ask that consultation include the opportunity to provide feedback after plans have been 

determined. We wholeheartedly support the goal of engagement in the Strategic Plan and look forward to 

helping build a strong school district community through communication and collaboration. 

We will be reserving comments on our letter, and the response, until we hear more this evening. It is very 

important to note that we are not basing our concern on the specific policies 1160 and 2111, we acknowledge 

that you have put time and money into the development of these policies, and strongly agree that it's a good 

idea to have policies in this area – that will be consistently followed.  

We would like to thank Cindy Heitman for hosting many parent presentations on the new curriculum and grad 

requirements. It has helped parents understand what is happening, why it’s happening and what it means for 

their children. We look forward to the opportunity of providing input directly to the ministry on February 22nd. 

We would also like to thank Superintendent Marquis-Forster and Secretary-Treasurer Reed for our recent 

discussion regarding the Barager software. 



We are also looking forward to providing input on Rural Education tomorrow evening at the Van Bien Training 

and Development Centre. It is encouraging to see the number of opportunities that the public and parents 

have to provide input to the ministry regarding public education in BC. 

And in the spirit of building community, DPAC is hosting our annual PAC Café on February 25th from 11 to 2 at 

the Prince George Civic Centre. PAC Cafe is a lunch and discussion for volunteers in the Prince George School 

District. It provides an opportunity for parents to share ideas and challenges, network with other parents in 

the area, get ideas from other volunteers doing their job, and enjoy a catered lunch. This is 

a fun and flexible event. If you are talking with parents, please help spread the word about this fabulous 

opportunity.  A link for registration is available on our website. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear from your partners this evening. 

 


