
DPAC MINUTES FOR November 7th, 2016 

7:00 pm Van Bien Training and Development Centre 
 

Attendees: 

DPAC Executive: Sarah Holland, Steve Shannon,  Mike Gagel (Vice-Chair), Gillian Burnett (Chair), 

Charlene Henyu  

Partner Groups: Richard Giroday (PGDTA), Trustee Bruce Wiebe 

School Reps: Jacqueline Dockray - College Heights Elementary,  Danielle Casper - Hart Highlands, Shauna 

Connor - Lac de Bois, Gillian Burnett - Nukko Lake,  Kim Pryschlak - Quinson, Mike Gagel - Southridge, 

Kim Shannon - Kelly Road Secondary, Amanda Peters - Blackburn, Ingrid Burt - Spruceland, Charlene 

Henyu  - Nusdeh Yoh, Nicole Laferriere Munger - Duchess , Sheila Baker - PGSS 

1. Call to Order 

2. Adoption of Agenda and Minutes 

 Agenda and minutes adopted as written. 

 

3.  PAC Networking - KRSS Craft Fair upcoming. Discussion about the School Board's motion to 

restrict Duchess Park enrollment to catchment students only in order to reduce overall 

enrollment. 

 

4.  Partner Group Presentations 

 a) DSAC  - not in attendance 

 b) CUPE (Karen Wong) - not in attendance. 

 c) PGDTA (Richard Giroday)-  

• Reporting under new curriculum causing stress.  Guidelines/reporting orders were 

not given out until August and are vague and open-ended.  Skeleton guide for 

reporting is one formal report at the end of the year, one parent-teacher interview 

and three informal reports throughout the year.  SD 57 has formed working groups 

at each school level in the last week and a half in order to help write a guidebook for 

teachers.  Every school can customize the guide and it could possibly vary between 

schools and between teachers.   

• The Ministry of Education is looking for feedback from parents though their website 

and through parent forums.  Prince George has been added to the list of cities 

hosting  a parent forum.  

• An ongoing issue is that non-enrolling teachers (Learning Assistants, ESL, etc.) are 

being drawn in to replace TTOC's when there are no TTOC's available.  Concern that 

the most vulnerable students are having support withdrawn.  Parents encouraged to 

talk to school Principals if they have a concern.  

• The Supreme Court is hearing the BCTF case from 2001 (re: student support, class 

size and composition and the negotiated agreement) on November 10th. 

 d) PGPVPA - not in attendance 

 e) Superintendent - not able to attend. 



 f) Trustee (Bruce Wiebe) - Topics from last board meeting: Policy reviews ongoing include 

 LGBTQ, Bullying, Smoking/Vaping.  The Board has a consultant doing a board review 

 Nov. 28/29.  The Assistant Superintendent position posting is out. 

  3 motions brought forward:  

• LRFP Duchess Park: Catchment will be enforced starting with new enrolment in 

the 2017-18 school year until they enroll catchment students only, by their 

numbers this will happen in the 2021-22 school year.  

• Mc Bride Elementary/Secondary blending: nothing will be done until 

enrollment falls below a certain level.  There was some concern with the multi-

age mixture of students. 

• Morfee Elementary: The elementary school is getting full and there was 

discussion about moving grade 7 students to Mackenzie Secondary.  There are 

no immediate plans to do this, but discussion is open now. 

 

  Questions/Comments to Trustee: 

  Q: The three motions were distributed at the meeting and not before.  (Regarding 

the Duchess Park catchment motion) The appendix cited in the motion was not made 

available at the meeting.  The public was not given time to analyze and critique the 

data given.  Sara Holland brought up the point that the numbers didn't make obvious 

sense.  When restricting non-catchment, is the Board looking at doing that by 

changing more than the policy on the floor (ex. changing Policy 5119)?   

  A: The Secretary-Treasurer of the Board me with the principals involved and they 

said it would work.  He can't speak to how it affects choice schools.  The motion as 

written is what was approved.  The motion must remain fluid because if adjustments 

need to be made in the future then they will be. He doesn't think the motion was 

rushed through or secretive, rather it was done quickly after consultation to relieve 

the anxiety of the groups involved. 

Q: (Regarding the Duchess Park catchment motion) The numbers don't seem to work 

unless there's a conflict with Policy 5119 and something else is to be affected. 

A: Ed. Services will be reviewing the catchments in the future.  Private schools had 

wanted to go to Duchess Park and had assumed they could go.  They were told that 

they had to adhere to the catchment their home address fell into and apply for a 

transfer if they wanted to go to a different secondary school. 

Q: Is there any way to monitor or gather information about the number of students 

turned away from specific SD 57 schools? 

A: Trustees don't get involved in school operations.  He will take this question back 

and ask the Secretary Treasurer and Superintendent  about the data they're tracking.   

 

Motion: To direct an inquiry to the Chair of Ed. Services as to the calculation of the 

Duchess Park numbers referred to in the motion and further clarification of the motion.  

The inquiry will include Sarah's numbers. 

Motioned by: Southridge Elementary 

Seconded by: PGSS 

 Mike Gagel requested that the inquiry be forwarded to Trustee Wiebe as a courtesy. 

 

5.  Officer and Committee Reports 

 a) Executive Board Report (Gillian Burnett) - See report. 

 b) Treasurer's Report (Sarah Holland) - See Report.  Gaming money received.  

 c) Financial Review - Financial review carried forward. 



 d) Draft Budget - to be reviewed and carried forward to the next meeting. 

 e) BCCPAC Report - none. 

 

6. PAC and Parent Assistance -  

 a) PAC Cafe - February 25th at the Civic Centre.   

 d) Mini-Conference - A successful event! The nominal fee for attending appears to have  

  worked as all or almost all registered participants showed up. 

 c) Parent Information Night re: Curriculum - 80 people registered, 30-40 showed up.  C.  

  Heitman did a great job.  The presentation is on the DPAC website. 

 

7. Advising  School District 

 a) Education Services Committee Report (Steve Shannon) - Not available. 

 b) Education Programs and Planning Committee Report  (Gillian Burnett) - See report. 

 c) Policy and Governance (Mike Gagel) - No meeting last month, next Nov. 8.  

 d) Input on Policy 1231 Aboriginal Education Committee and Policy 5144 Physical Rstraint  

  and Seclusion in School Settings due December 2nd. 

 e) SD Committee regarding Reporting: interested parents can contact DPAC to be added to 

  the existing list of parents.  No dates or times available yet. 

 f) Suggestions for the School Board Report - Paving existing gravel parking lots.  Gillian has  

  been asking about an annual meeting with the board and is hopeful the meeting will  

  come soon. 

 

8. Election - Director positions.  No interest, carried forward. 

 

9. Other Business 

a) Long Range Facilities Plan - Actual Enrollment compared to LRFP report in handout.  One 

issue is that the capacity numbers are dependent on grade configuration within the 

schools.  Trustee Wiebe stated that there is currently early discussion between the 

Board and senior administration regarding stresses in Hart Highway schools due to 

increasing numbers.  Gillian remarked to Trustee Wiebe that the parents would like to 

be involved or at least aware of all information (ex. info in LRFP) and not just 

information for shortlisted schools.  Consultation helps make better decisions, increases 

confidence and investment.  It would be beneficial to have a process in place and for 

parents to know what that process is.  The DPAC has compiled data regarding areas of 

upcoming pressure on school capacities and that information is available on the DPAC 

website. 

   

10. Agenda Items for next meeting - none at this time. 

 

11.  Adjournment - Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 12th, 2016 at 7:00 pm at the 

 Van Bien Training and Development Centre. 

 


