
Executive Board Report – for October 5, 2015 

Executive Meeting – September 27th, 2015 

Discussion about budget, PAC grants and emphasis on how to use surplus funds, conference and travel 

subsidies, remote attendance, presentation to board, elections for district committees, meetings for the year, 

travel reimbursement for Spring BCCPAC conference, discussion of etiquette of acknowledgement of 

aboriginal traditional grounds.  

Media 

• Opinion 250 News about Gary Anaka, September 23rd 

• CKPG news about Gary Anaka, September 24th  

 

Gary Anaka – September 24th  

Two hundred tickets were available, all were taken by September 24th. While not everyone showed up, very 

positive feedback.  

Conference Committee Report 

Conference scheduled for October 24th, 2015, at the Civic Centre. Planning for $30 per ticket, open to all 

districts, 2 free tickets per PAC. We will be receiving BCCPAC funding for a regional conference, and plan 

would be to make that funding available for other districts to be able to attend.  

BCCPAC – DPAC Survey 

Three questions for discussion at DPAC Chair conference, November 7th: 

1. What areas do you believe are most important for your DPAC to focus on? 

2. What resources or information would help your DPAC be more effective? 

3. In a perfect world, what role would you like your DPAC to play in your district? 

Policy and Governance – September 16, 2015 

Discussed leave of absence policy and feedback received for Professional Employees Association (even though 

they may combine with PGDTA), minor updates to policy for Springboard to Success Scholarship (change of 

name of a position, and a dollar amount change), and minor update to Board Authorized and Locally 

Developed Courses (as the Ministry no longer authorizes locally developed courses, which were modified or 

remedial courses that do not count towards graduation program requirements. The revisions to policy simply 

remove the section and mentions of locally developed courses). Minor updates on Suspension of Students 

deferred to next meeting; also at next meeting may come the long anticipated review of Safer Schools policies 

(first referred to committee by board September 24, 2013).  



(Draft of) Presentation to Board – September 29, 2015 

I’m Sarah Holland, from the district parent advisory council. 

We’re pleased to be back, at the beginning of this school year. Parents have reported a variety of restructuring around 

various schools and classrooms, and overall the sense seems to have been of a well run startup. [added at meeting:  Mr. 

Chair, you put it very well at the beginning of this meeting, and I'd like to echo your appreciation for all our staff 

members].” We are very interested to find out what the registration numbers are – as previously noted, parents are 

doing their best to reverse the declining enrolment figures we saw for a number of years, and it’s great to see that 

reflected in the numbers. 

I’m pleased to say that DPAC is starting off well, we did a sold out event with Gary Anaka speaking on Understanding the 

Teenage Brain last week, and we’re also putting on a full day conference on Saturday, October 24th. This is for both PAC 

volunteers and parents, please do help us get the information out as we’re sometimes challenged in contacting our 

members. Register early, I know that parents in some other districts are also looking at coming. We’re supplying 2 free 

tickets for each of our PACs in this district. Topics planned include Happy Kids & Angry Birds, Supporting Children with 

Executive Function Challenges, Kids Mental Health, Gaming Funds, Treasurer 101, Bylaws & Robert’s Rules of Order, 

How (Not) to be Effective in Advocating for Children in the School Setting, Making Schools Inclusive and Welcoming, 

What All Parents Should Know about Weaving Aboriginal Perspectives into the Curriculum, and we’re certainly hoping 

for information on Changes to the BC Curriculum and the Parent Portal part of BC Ed BC.  

Anxious parents and students have been asking questions to those of us involved with DPAC, most specifically about the 

long range facility plan. Are we moving schools next year? This September? Are they closing my school again? Do I have 

to go to a different school than my sister? They’re not just going to leave us hanging, are they, after this report? There is 

a fair amount of anxiety and stress out there, and we’re not sure if the board has been meeting to discuss these long 

range plans.  

At the moment, what we’ve been telling people is that this was a report by a third party consultant, certainly some of 

what was in the report is rather imaginative, some of what’s in there are good ideas, and some of what’s in there is 

simply numbers and building conditions. Here’s the thing – students aren’t just numbers. Programs aren’t just numbers. 

There’s a variety of things that should be in any longer-range education planning, that aren’t in any report. We need to 

review neighborhoods, the impact of choice schools, school reputation and rumour, early learning initiatives, positioning 

for possible capital funding, suitability of spaces for learning and spaces for supports for kids. Not to mention, any 

decisions and discussions need to take place while looking at the very real budgetary issues that are faced by this 

district, along with the very real geographical issues. 

Ideally, as well any possible recommendations would examine whether or not the specific children impacted have 

already been impacted by the decisions made in the last round of school closures. For example, there’s a Victoria school 

district policy on school closures that specifies that closures should “Be based on minimizing the number of students 

disrupted in the immediate and near future”, which likewise seems appropriate.  

We do very much want to see consultation – wait, that’s too weakly worded. Can I get away with saying DPAC outright 

demands to see real engagement and collaboration in this process, not just consultation? There needs to be time built in 

for you to change your mind, in case a better idea is brought to you. If there isn’t that time built into the process, then 

all that we have is public relations – not public consultation.  

We know that there are some difficult decisions to make.  Let’s make sure that these are made with proper forethought, 

engagement in consultation, and planning before decisions are made.  

[added at meeting: The DPAC exec would love to meet with the board for some discussion - continuing to build those 

great relationships. As the PGDTA said, when talking to people from other districts, we are always grateful for being 

from Prince George".] 

Thanks for your time, and let’s see what we can all do together in this school year. 


