Superintendent’s Report on Student Achievement
2013/2014
Ensure transparency and accountability for each school district in terms of its responsibility for improving
student achievement; and
Provide information that will facilitate subsequent planning for continuing improvement of student
achievement at the school and school district levels

Data and evidence used to report student achievement
should include provincial and local (district) measures.
Local data could include a number of district wide
instruments commonly used, district designed
measures such as school assessments and teacher
classroom assessments.
Districts may report additional areas of student
achievement arising from the most recent achievement
contract.
The Superintendent’s report is a public document,
should be “reader friendly” and easily understandable.

The Superintendent’s Report
 Should be brief and to the point.
 Should be focussed on results and evidence of
acquired results.
 Should be a useful point of departure for future
planning.
 Must be submitted to the Board of Education by
December 15.
 Must be submitted by email by January 31.

Ministry of Education School Act
Section 22 of the School Act states the
following:
“A board must appoint a superintendent of
schools for a school district who, under the
general direction of the board..., (b.1) must,
on or before December 15 of a school year,
prepare and submit to the board a report on
student achievement in that district for the
previous year.
Section 79.3 goes on to say:
“On receipt of a report submitted by a
superintendent of schools under Section 23
(1)(b.1), the board must, on approval of the
report,
Immediately, and in any event no later
than January 31st of the school year in
which the board receives the report,
submit that report to the minister, and
B) As soon as practicable, make the report
available to the public.”
A)

Submission
Submit your document, by January 31, to the Ministry by email: EDUC.Achievement@gov.bc.ca

School District No:

School District Name:

1. Improving Areas of Student Achievement
What is improving? What evidence confirms this area of improvement?
Foundation Skills Assessment Reading and Writing Grades 4 and 7
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The percentage of students who are meeting or exceeding expectations has continued to improve.
This is the first year that district results have exceeding provincial results
results(%
(% meeting and exceeding
expectations) in Reading and Writing at both the grade 4 and grade 7.
Foundational Skills Assessment; Aboriginal Results: Reading Comprehension Grade 4 and Grade 7
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Our Aboriginal grade 4 reading comprehension results for 2012/13 are higher than the provincial
Aboriginal results (% meeting and exceeding) b
by
y 11%. They trail SD57 All Students results (%
meeting and exceeding) by 7%.
Our Aboriginal grade 7 reading comprehension results for 2012/13 are higher than the provincial
Aboriginal results (% meeting and exceeding) by 9%. They trail SD57 All Students results (%
meeting and exceeding) by 11%.
Foundation Skills Assessment Aborigi
Aboriginal Results: Writing Grade 4 and Grade 7
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Our Aboriginal grade 4 writing results for 2012/13 are higher than the provincial Aboriginal results (%
meeting and exceeding) by 14%. They trail SD57 All Students results (% meeting and exceeding) by
7%.
ur Aboriginal grade 7 writing results for 2012/13 are higher than the provincial Aboriginal results (%
Our
meeting and exceeding) by 17%. They trail SD57 All Students results (% meeting and exceeding) by
7%.

Foundation Skills Assessment Aboriginal Results: Numeracy Grade 4 and Grade 7

Our Aboriginal grade 4 numeracy results for 2012/13 are higher than the provincial Aboriginal results
(% meeting and exceeding) by 2%. They trail SD57 All Students results (% meeting and exceeding)
by 11%.
Our Aboriginal grade
rade 7 numeracy results for 2012/13 are higher than the provincial Aboriginal results
(% meeting and exceeding) by 3%. They trail SD57 All Students results (% meeting and exceeding)
by 17%.
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Six Year Completion Rate

The six year completion rate is the percentage of grade 8 students who graduate with a Certificate of
Graduation. Our Aboriginal graduation rate continues to improve. Our non
non-aboriginal
aboriginal graduation rate
has remained stationary for three years.
Required Examinations for Graduation

Aboriginal results for 2012/13 are 6% higher than Provincial Aboriginal results (Pass or Better). NonNon
Aboriginal results equal Provincial results (Pass or Better).
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Aboriginal results for 2012/13 are 1% higher than Provincial Aboriginal results (Pass or Better).

Aboriginal results for 2012/13 are 1% higher than Provincial Non
Non-Aboriginal
Aboriginal results (Pass or
Non-Aboriginal
Better).

Aboriginal results for 2012/13 are 2% higher than Provincial Aboriginal results (Pass or Better).
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Both Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal
Aboriginal results for 2012/13 equal Provincial Aboriginal and NonNon
Aboriginal results (Pass or Better)

Aboriginal results for 2012/13 are 1% higher that Provincial Aboriginal and
Both Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal
Non-Aboriginal results (Pass
Pass or Better).

Non-Aboriginal
Aboriginal results for 2012/13 equal Provincial Non
Non-Aboriginal
Aboriginal results (Pass or Better).
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2. Challenging Areas
What trends in student achievement are of concern to you?
Transition and Graduation

Our Aboriginal graduation rate continues to improve. Our graduation rate for all non-aboriginal
students is now 5% behind the provincial rate for all non
non-aboriginal
aboriginal students but the gap is narrowing.
Of concern is the transition rate for Aboriginal students moving from grade 11 to grade 12. There is
also a significant drop in the completion rate for Aboriginal students. Inquiry into this significant drop
will be important if we are to continue to improve graduation rates for Aboriginal students.
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Achievement Gap between Aboriginal and All Students Remains
Aboriginal student achievement results are genera
generally
lly lower than the results for All Students.
S
Foundation Skills Assessment: Numeracy Grade 4 and Grade 7
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District numeracy results for grades 4 and 7 as determined by the Foundation Skills Assessment
remain behind the provincial average. The gap between the provincial results and the district results
did not lessen during the 2012/13 school year. . Inquiry
y will help staff to determine what approaches
will assist in improving numeracy achievement.
Success Rates for Students under Continuing Custody Orders
“A
A Continuing Custody Order (CCO) means that the Director of Child Welfare is the sole guardian of
the child, and the Public Guardian and Trustee manages the child's estate. While many children only
come into the care of the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) for a brief period of
time, the MCFD's relationship with children under a Conti
Continuing
nuing Custody Order is longer-term
longer
in nature. This means that the MCFD has an opportunity to positively affect the educational
attainmentt of these children. To improve education outcomes for children under a Continuing Custody
Order, a good understanding off who thes
these children are and how they are currently performing in
school must be established.” Ministry of Education
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* six-year completion results are based on students under a Continuing Custody Order while in their
Grade 8 year.
Our tracking of children under a continuing custody order includes performance in Grade 4 reading,
Grade 7 reading and blended (exam and class marks) for English 10, Math 10, English 12 and
Communication 12. In addition we are tracking the number of diff
different
erent schools attended during the
high school years.
We have a very good working relationship with the Ministry of Children and Family. We have regular
contact with the MCF identified contact
contacts who participate in Individual
al Education Plan work sessions
and Integrated
grated Case Management Meetings at our elementary and secondary schools.
Our greatest concern for children in care is poor ach
achievement.
ievement. Six year completion rates of 21%
(Aboriginal) and 18% (Non-Aboriginal)
Aboriginal) are not good enough. This must be an area
a
of focus!

3. Performance Targets / Action / Results
We continue to align our school and district initiatives with the five elements of the British Columbia
Education Plan: high standards, flexibility and choice, quality teaching and learning, personalized
learning and learning empowered by technology.
We have four key goals in our Achievement Contract:
Goal 1: Our expectation is that students graduating will have acquired the 21st century foundational
skills necessary for individual success in the modern world. These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading, Writing and Numerac
Numeracy
Critical thanking and problem solving
Creativity and innovation
Collaboration, teamwork and leadership
Cross-cultural understanding
Communications, computing and technology literacy
Career and learning self-reliance
reliance
Caring for personal health and Planet Earth.

Goal 2: Each child will meet grade level core learning outcomes in mathematics by the end of each
school year.
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Goal 3: Each child will meet grade-level core learning outcomes in reading by the end of each school
year.
Goal 4: Increase rates of success for Aboriginal students.
Three year Performance Targets and Action To Date
Goal 1 – 21st Century Learning
Evidence of success of personalized learning initiatives will be included in the year-end reports of
learning Team Grants and/or Innovation Pilots. Embedded into practice – a requirement. Will ensure
the learning is available to others in our district.
By June 2014, the pilot for personal learning profiles will expand and additional data will be included.
Data collection matrix has been created which includes: Early Primary Reading Assessment (EPRA),
District Assessment of Reading Team (DART), Writing Performance Scales, Primary Project
assessments and Math assessments.
Over three years, we will improve the completion rates by all students to “at or above” the provincial
rate. See Section 1 Improving Areas and Section 2 Challenges. We are moving in the right direction!
The number of students (and parents) participating in Strong Start programs will increase each year.
Information collected and monitored yearly. A sample of a yearly report is contained in Section 6
Early Learning.
Goal 2 and 3 – Mathematics and Literacy
By June 2014, learning teams of teachers, facilitated by the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction, will develop rubrics to measure the use of formative assessment strategies and
differentiated instruction strategies in each classroom. Work underway with department staff.
In one year, we will improve the performance results on the required provincial exams by one
percent. In three years, we will be “at or above” the provincial average on FSAs and Provincial
Examinations. For baseline data see Section 1 Improving Areas of Student Achievement and Section
2 Challenging Areas.
Goal 4 – Aboriginal Success Rate
In one year we will improve the grade-to-grade transition rates of students in Grade 11 by three
percent. The 2013/2014 Achievement Contract utilized data collected in 2011/2012. According to the
data collected in 2012/2013 and listed in Section 2 Challenging Areas, our transition rate has
increased by 6%.
In three years, we will improve the graduation rates by nine percent. The 2013/2014 Achievement
Contract utilized data collected in 2011/2012. According to the data collected in 2012/2013 and listed
in Section 1 Improving Areas of Student Achievement, our graduation rate has increased by 1%.

10

5. Children in Care
See Section 2 Challenging Areas

6. Early Learning
What strategies are in place to address the needs identified in Early Learning?
The district provides a wide range of early learning opportunities for children and families
fa
prior to
school entry:
1. 8 StrongStart programs offered in schools located in vulnerable areas: Spruceland, Nusdeh Yoh,
Ron Brent, Harwin, Quinson,, Peden Hill, Mackenzie, and Heather Park.
2. Two StrongStart outreach programs involving five schools offered at Blackburn, Beaverly, Nukko
Lake, Buckhorn and Edgewood.
ewood.

3. An Early Learning program at Malaspina Elementary.
The goals for StrongStart and the Early Learning program are to provide quality early learning
experiences for children birth to five years, to engage families a
and
nd support early learning in the home,
to connect children and families early and often with the school and school staff and to connect
families to resources and supports within the community. StrongStart facilitators work with
Kindergarten teachers to facilitate
ilitate a positive transition to Kindergarten.
.
4. Ready, Set, Learn sessions, providing a variety of early learning experiences and connecting
families to community resources, are offered at every elementary school throughout the district for
three and four-year-olds.
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7. Other Comments
A. Five Aboriginal Learning Foci – Available to all School District No. 57 students.
Rediscovery and Traditional Environmental Knowledge, Elders and Indigenous Knowledge,
Restitution and Restorative Practice, Youth Leadership and Culture and Language continue to be the
focus areas for our Aboriginal Department. The work is resulting in improved achievement and
greater sense of belonging for Aboriginal students. A substantial portion of this work is done in
collaboration with the Aboriginal community – their involvement and critical contributions are valued
and essential.
B. ERASE Training and Violent, Threat, Risk Assessment Training (VTRA)
Both ERASE and VTRA are critically important to ongoing safety for students in our district. This fall,
ERASE training for secondary teams has been conducted in our district. Additionally VTRA level 1
training was conducted for administrative staff during November 2013.
C. Focus Programs – Initial Year
The Polar Performing Arts Program provides students in grades 10 – 12 a personalized approach to
fine arts learning. The program welcomes students from all Prince George high schools through a
cross enrolment option.
Polar Project Based Learning provides a personalized learning option for interested PGSS students in
grades 9-11. English, Science, Planning and Social Studies curriculum are utilized in this multi-grade
learning option.
D. Trades Programming
In collaboration with the College of New Caledonia and numerous community business partners,
approximately 70 students from district secondary schools attend our Career and Technical Centre.
Programs for carpentry, electrical, professional cook, welding, heavy duty mechanics/commercial
transport, industrial mechanic/machinist, plumbing, and automotive service are offered under the
direction of our teacher coordinator.
The Secondary School Apprenticeship option has attracted 100 students. These students participate
in the graduation program offered in our secondary schools and in addition receive credit for
apprenticeship training under the direction of journeyman supervisors.
E. Student Support Services Programs
In recognition of the changing complexity of school classrooms many prevention programs have been
developed. The intent is to give students a good foundation for learning and also to provide supports
for students with a multitude of physical and mental health complexities.
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Behaviour Camps, Behaviour Teams, Elementary Support Program and Grants for Students with
Learning Disabilities are only a few of the many critical supports developed and utilized across our
district.
F. The Essential Eight
The work of embedding the eight essential learning strands within our district has begun. School
district leaders are providing support to school staff in areas of assessment for learning, data driven
evidence for learning, cultural competencies, social and emotional learning, poverty and student
learning, differentiation and universal designs for learning, enhanced learning through technology and
mentorship. Professional development, in-service, expert teacher support and collaboration in
schools and collaboration with community partners provides a rich learning environment for district
staff in these critical areas of student support.
Learning That Enriches the Life of Each Student
Despite increasing student vulnerability, provincial and district evidence shows a slow, steady
improvement in student achievement in our district. When the increasing vulnerability of students is
factored into the learning equation, I believe that the balanced decentralized-centralized district
philosophy, learning initiatives, resource support, infrastructure enhancements, quality programming
and most importantly, skilled and dedicated, student focused staff have combined to provide a rich
learning experience for students in School District No. 57!
While the achievement results are encouraging, it is imperative that system improvement continue
relentlessly to ensure successful futures for each child attending our schools!

8. Board approval date:
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