
DPAC Chairperson Report, November 7, 2011 

At an Executive meeting October 23rd, we accepted a motion to accept a leave of absence for Don Sabo during the 

election, and moved to have Sarah Holland serve as chair pro tem until the December meeting. 

Our vice chair, Michelle Rolfes, was not able to take on the chair pro tem position at this time.  

I was interviewed by CKPG news October 31st regarding a $350 million announcement for new schools, primarily in 

Surrey. As Surrey currently has over 250 portables, with about one in every eight students in a portable, and has not had 

any new school funding since 2005 while coping with a growing school district, it was not a surprise that they would get 

funding for new schools.  

I was on a teleconference regarding the BC College of Teachers, and the BCCPAC reaction to the new legislation. At the 

moment:  “BCCPAC has reviewed the legislation and is comforted that it contains many of the significant changes that 

parents have been requesting for years. BCCPAC supports the high degree of transparency and public reporting that has 

been included in the legislation and believes this transparency will assist in ensuring the work of the teachers regulatory 

body will be better able to act in the public interest.” 

We had a committee meeting regarding policy and BCCPAC conference attendance on November 3rd, and we will be 

making the draft available for discussion soon.  

Brian Hatcher, the District Math Resource Teacher, is very enthusiastic about an upcoming session November 22nd, from 

6:30 to 8pm at the Van Bien, where parents can come and see how elementary math is taught today: If people are 

interested please have them email me directly at bhatcher@sd57.bc.ca along with the elementary grade level that 

they are most interested in.  There is a maximum of 25 participants for this first evening. 

Trustee Bella put me in touch with Carrie Yuen-Lo, of the district resource centre, and in addition to their physical 

resources housed at the John McInnis Centre, the DRC also subscribes to a lot of digital resources that are available 24/7 

to all our students, parents and staff. If you and DPAC would like a tour of the DRC and have your meeting in our 

building, I can gladly arrange that.  

 

Scripted report to Board, October 25, 2011 

Hello, I’m Sarah Holland, and I will be serving as the DPAC interim chair for the time being, as the DPAC executive has 

accepted Don Sabo’s request for a leave of absence. 

DPAC and the Prince George District Teachers' Association are co-sponsoring an all-candidates forum for all school 

trustees on Wednesday, November 9th at the PG Playhouse, from 7 to 9pm. This will be moderated by Dale Laluk. Six 

questions are also being sent in advance to candidates, to be published at the forum and on the DPAC website.  

In addition, there are all candidate forums being held in Valemount, at the community theatre at 7:00 pm on November 

7, and in Mackenzie for Monday, November 14 at 7:30 p.m.  

As relates to the job action, parents are starting to be more concerned about report cards, and we’ve been hearing 

different things from different parents. A parent at my recent PAC meeting said that the informal report that her child’s 

teacher gave her, was more informative than all the previous report cards had ever been. We’ve also heard from some 

parents who have had difficulty contacting their child’s teacher – especially from parents who aren’t able to go to the 

school and physically hunt down the teacher to have a conversation. It’s amazing how well the schools have been 



running during the job action, and we thank everyone involved for keeping things as agreeable as possible. It was also 

very funny to see Superintendent Pepper bringing up the end of a long line of kindergarteners. 

I’m currently reading a great book called “The Good School: How Smart Parents Get Their Kids the Education They 

Deserve”. There were a few parts of it that I wanted to mention: 

Nearly every administrator and teacher will tell you that they are eager to have what they call “parent 

engagement” – especially around school trips and fund raisers. But until recently, many people who run schools 

seemed unwilling to explain to parents why their teachers made the pedagogic choices they make – or even 

share basic statistics about the school, for example the percentage of first graders who need extra support in 

reading or the number of teachers who leave the school each year – even though our children are the ones 

directly affected by those statistics and will succeed or suffer as a result.  

It talks about how the schools and teachers and administrators who work in them run the gamut from terrible to 

excellent, and then goes on to say: “Here’s a good way to separate the good teachers and administrators from 

the not-so-good ones: the superstar policy makers, excellent school administrators, and highly effective teachers 

want you to have more information about education, not less. They welcome parents who are prepared to enter 

an informed, constructive, and nuanced dialogue about what is happening to students.” 

DPAC submitted a report to the board on Monday regarding School Capacity and Enrolment, our concerns around some 

of the issues around capacity problems in certain parts of Prince George, and recommendations as regards an ongoing 

sustainability committee and provision of information as regards capacity and enrolment. We supplied electronic 

versions to the board – please let me know if you need a printed copy, or if you have any questions. We will be looking 

at updating the report once the September 30th enrolment numbers are made public by the Ministry of Education, and 

perhaps we can talk further about making the school district’s projections public. In the version of the report that we 

made public, we have not included the pages that refer to the school district’s projections for enrollment.  

Finally, I believe this is the last board meeting before the trustee election. To all of you – those who are leaving the 

board, and those who are running again – thank you so very much for your time spent in service to our children.  

 

 

Sarah Holland 

Interim DPAC Chair 


